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their owne land, yet possessing not one foot thereof by inheritance,
but liuing as most base slaues to the Turkish tyranny . . . and vsed
like borne slaues, so oppressed by the Rapyne of the Turkes as they
cannot enioye the go odes they gett by the sweate of their e browse,
the Corn they sowe, nor the wyne they plant, yea not the Children
they begett, since . . . every third yeare their most ingenious and
strong Children are taken for tribute and brought vp by the Emperour
in Turkish Religion to serue in his warrs.

CHAPTER HI

HISTORICAL, 1600-1914

I.  INTRODUCTORY

TN the previous section of this essay a description in rough
JL outline has been given of the conditions of life of the Euro-
pean peasantry in the early years of the seventeenth century,
which may, with advantage, be compared with the conditions
three hundred years later, described below.

It would not be possible in the space available even to
outline the history of the intermediate period: in fact there is
no general story, and every nation and indeed, if a slight
overstatement is permitted, every village community had a life
and a law unto itself. It is proposed, therefore, to make here
some remarks on certain general aspects of the historic prob-
lems which will be dealt with under the headings of (i) The
Emergence of Personal Freedom, (2) Armies and Wars, (3) The
Growth of Commercialism. The concurrent problems of the
development of agriculture incidentally referred to are covered
in another part of this volume,1 whilst the important story of
agricultural co-operation will be shortly dealt with in a later
section of this essay.

Thereafter will follow a slight outline of certain events in the
peasant history of three specific countries, England, France,
and Russia. These stories are by no means typical of the life of
the European peasant as a whole, for there is no such thing as
typical peasant history, but they illustrate the events of the time.

1 See p. 188.